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Dear Accelerated English student, 

 

On behalf of the Wheaton Warrenville South English department, we would like to welcome you 

to the accelerated sophomore English program for the 2018-2019 school year.  One of the 

characteristics that we assume advanced-level English students share is a love of literature and 

analytical thought.  Our rationale for implementing a summer reading assignment is to enhance 

and foster lifelong learning.  Additionally, we aim to keep the critical thinking and reading skills 

sharp that research tells us often falls off over summer.  Therefore, we are asking you to read the 

following two novels and two short stories:  

 

 Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury, ISBN-13: 978-1451673319 paperback available 

 The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemmingway, ISBN-13: 978-0684801223 

paperback available 

 “The Veldt” by Ray Bradbury, PDF available at:    

http://mrjost.weebly.com/uploads/1/2/8/8/12884680/the_veldt.pdf 

 “The Short Happy Life of Francis Macomber” by Ernest Hemmingway,  

PDF available at: 

http://www.standardsinstitutes.org/sites/default/files/material/winter16_ela_9-

12_day_2_session_1-macomber.pdf 

 

Topics and Themes  

 

The first semester sophomore curriculum has been designed to incorporate major units that 

examine the relationship between classic and contemporary literature.  Below are the specific 

topics and themes on which you should reflect and note for each work. The novels and short 

stories will be the subject of class discussion, an objective exam on each novel within the first 

week of the school year, and an essay within the first unit.  

 

 Cultural and societal influence on values and identity 

 Questioning authority 

 Abuse of power 

 Corruption of individual and society 

 Conflict and compromise 

 Author's purpose 

http://mrjost.weebly.com/uploads/1/2/8/8/12884680/the_veldt.pdf
http://www.standardsinstitutes.org/sites/default/files/material/winter16_ela_9-12_day_2_session_1-macomber.pdf
http://www.standardsinstitutes.org/sites/default/files/material/winter16_ela_9-12_day_2_session_1-macomber.pdf


Assignment:  Read and Annotate 

 

Conduct a close reading by annotating each text.  A-level readers are expected to be critical 

thinkers; consequently, as close readers, you are expected to delve into the works on a more 

analytical level.  Reading to gain an understanding of plot events is not enough; your task is to 

analyze and examine at least the following:  

 

 Major plot events, setting details, characterization, character motivation and character 

transformation. 

 Essential passages and quotations. 

 Examples of literary devices and how these devices contribute to the meaning of the 

passage.  

 Recurrent ideas, images and symbolism as well as how they are tied to overall theme. 

 Main ideas, themes, argument (by the author) and their development throughout the book  

 Questions that elicit thought, controversy, reflection, and enlightenment. 

 Your overall personal reaction and evaluation of the text. 

 

 

Albert Einstein stated, “Education is not the learning of facts, but the training of the mind to 

think. Imagination is more important than knowledge.” Read to feel, reflect, discover, question, 

and learn. We hope you enjoy reading the works we have chosen for you as much as we in the 

English department will enjoy our own summer reading. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Amy Claud    

James Claud    

Chris Hendrickson   

Brianna Yarwood  

 

Wheaton Warrenville South English Department 

Sophomore A Teachers 

 


